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“consumption creates the need for new production, and therefore
provides the conceptual, intrinsically actuating reason for production,
which is the pre-condition for production” (MEW 13, 624f.)

“how could humans ever get to the point that they produce the
conditions of their survival socially, if there is only a need to consume
socially produced goods but no need to create them”? (my
translation, Osterkamp 1990, 18).



The productive needs are, so to speak, the emotional side of action
potence. [...] Humans are not satisfied when they merely reduce
particular momentary need tensions, such as hunger or sexuality; rather,
they achieve a fulfilled, satisfied state only when they can anticipate the
possibility of satisfaction of their needs within the prospect of a
provisioned and secure individual existence, that is, when they can
develop their action potence in the process of participation in control
over societal life conditions. We have shown in detail that the "human"
guality of satisfaction of [...] needs is so formed that it can only be
achieved in the context of generalized provision and, more broadly, that
the development of sensuousness means at the same time freedom from
anxiety; that is, it means the development of action potence (Holzkamp
1991, 59f).
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Antagonistic social relations in capitalism
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Three critical arguments:

» First, there are productive and informational needs, which are a feature of
being a human.

» Second, it is a problem if productive and informational needs are
restricted and people fall back to immediate forms of need satisfaction.

» Third, it is a problem if productive and informational needs are not

satisfied according to the potentials and demands that exist in specific
historic stage.
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